
Cal OES Winter 
 Weather Outlook  

2016 – 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Created – October 21, 2016 



Executive Overview 

• La Niña is expected to develop this season 

• Model consensus is that this La Niña will only reach weak intensity 

• Current Outlook:  

• No clear, reliable, long-term signals exist in precipitation across northern 
and central CA 

• Below normal precipitation is slightly favored across southern CA 

• Above normal temperatures are favored for the entire state 

• Odds are better across the southern two thirds of CA 

• Long-term extreme drought is expected to continue or even 
intensify for much of CA 

• Some drought relief expected in far northern CA 

 



November Outlook 

Temperature 

• Above normal temperatures are 
favored throughout much of CA 

Precipitation 

• Below normal precipitation is favored 
across southern CA 

• Equal chances for above normal, 
below normal, and normal 
precipitation across northern CA 



Dec–Feb Outlook 
Temperature 

• Above normal temperatures are 
favored throughout CA and especially 
the southern 2/3rds of the state 

Precipitation 

• Equal chances for above, below, and 
normal precipitation across northern and 
central CA 

• Below normal precipitation is slightly 
favored across southern CA 

 



Latest Drought Monitor 



State and 
Regional Water 

Supply 

• Nearly all reservoirs are 
well below capacity 

• Most below historical 
averages 



Significant Wildland Fire 
Potential Outlook 

November 2016 December 2016/January 2017 



2016-17 Drought 
Outlook 



• A weak La Niño is expected  

• No clear, reliable, long-term signals exist in precipitation 
across northern and central CA 

• Below normal precipitation is slightly favored across 
southern CA 

• Above normal temperatures are favored for the entire state 
with better odds across the southern two thirds of CA 

• The drought will persist 

• Precipitation this winter will not end the drought 

• Some drought relief expected in far northern CA 

• Prolonged wildland fire season across southern CA 

 

 

 

 

 
Winter 2016-2017 Outlook 

Summary  



Contact Information 
Western Region  

Regional Operations Center 
wr.roc@noaa.gov 

 
Remember www.weather.gov  

and http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/  

are updated 24/7 
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